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gave notice of an amendment which expressed no opinion MM the Bill, but censured Ministers for nut arnwrriri"1
TS
W.ilewriki's despatch before bringing their Bill in.    Derbv
realised at once what might happen, and was jjfrturtad. Gibson's motion, he wrote to Disraeli, was of the utmost importance, and demanded the most wary walking on the part of the Conservatives. He was urgent that the debate should be postponed, to give time for consideration before the leaders or the party should be committed. 'C'est ie commencement de la fin,' he added.
Disraeli overbore Derby's hesitations. The issue now changed. Whether the Conspiracy Bill was reasonable or not was no longer in question. Walewski's despatch was still unanswered; the Government had failed to interpret the feeling of the country. It was a matter of confidence. If riot on the India Bill, on which delate was proceeding, then on Gibson's amendment I'almerston's power must be broken. *Thtjre must now be no shilly-shallying, but heaven and earth, and all below, moved for the issue,' Disraeli wrote to Lennox, adding: 'There are great defalcations in the Ministerial camp.' He found no difficulty in reconciling his vote for the first reading with his support of Gibson's amendment. Ten days before, he said, it had been a question l>etween the Parliament of England and the Government and people of France; and the way in which the House of Commons agreed to the introduction, of the Bill proved their sincere sympathy for the people and their decorous respect for the Emperor. Now they were free to offer, without the possibility of misinterpretation, their opinions on the conduct of the British Minister. There was no valid excuse for the persistent omission to answer a despatch which had been published to our detriment everywhere in Europe. It was now a question between the House and the servants of the Crown. Had they, or had they not, done their duty ?
By 234 votes to 215 the House decided 1 that they had i Feb. 19.
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Ion to the man of the hour,
